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November 16 


Douglas, Lloyd C. Houghton, Mifflin 
| THE BIG FISHERMAN $3.75 


ore Oe Me eens Boe 


* This is eagerly awaited by the multitude who read and loved Zhe Robe, to which 

it is virtually a companion volume. But where Zhe Robe was primarily the story of a 
young Roman and his rebirth in the spirit of Jesus Christ, this is a story even closer 
to the Gospel, with Simon called Peter as “the big fisherman” - with the backdrop of the 
years of Jesus’ ministry on earth integral to every phase of the story. The romance- 
adventure of the young Arabian-Jewess, Fara, injects a note of contemporary value, in 
symbolizing the conflict that lies at the very roots of the Palestine problem today, but 
her story, the pursuit of vengeance against her dastardly father, known in the Bible as 
Herod, rather than Antipas, whose vile deeds have gone down in history,- gives way be- 
fore the spirit instilled by Jesus. In following her story- and the story of her Arab- 
; ian lover, who sought her- one gets other facets of the teachings and ministry. But even 
Fara's life becomes interwoven, as she is given refuge and a home with Simon, and his 
we brother Andrew, and his mother-in-law. Many of the miracles- many of the teachings and 

preachings familiar to Bible students are integral to the story of the very human Peter, 
@ and his painful discarding of his lusty ways, leaving his nets and his fleet, to become 

the first of the apostles of the man Jesus whom he had spurned. With reverence for his 
message- with compassionate understanding, Lloyd Douglas has given the Gospel story fresh 
i validity, a contemporary feel in the matter-of-fact handling of the details of every day 
life. Even the miracles seem a credible part of the whole, a comforting assurance of 
the untapped power of God in Man. This may lack, for some readers, the sense of discovery 
of the here and nowness of the people of the first years of the Christian era that was so 
' exciting a quality in Zhe Robe. But no one can read he Big Fisherman without experi- 
encing the urge to turn again to the Bible text for that message so much needed today. 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS-Fiction 


October ll 


Van Paassen, Pierre Dial 
| THE TOWER OF TERZEL $3.00 


The period- late 19th century; the place- Flanders; the people, the Govaerts, 
rich in land, more generous than most towards their peasants. Guido at 60, lonely with 
but one of his children left, and that one, Sylvain, destined for the priesthood, marries 
@ mysterious young woman, Mathilde. She brings evil into the house, as Rudolph, the 

: eldest son, grown rich and cruel and ruthless, becomes her love on his unexplained return. 

Then Colas, the artist son, comes back, with his Jewish wife. The inner conflicts with 

Rudolph, epitomizing evil, as he bludgeons and bullies his way to power, plotting against 

i his father, his brothers, come to a head as he is tripped by the fear of his own dark past. 

4 The story ends with Mathilde dead, victim of her passions and her weakness; Rudolph, 

f © forced to confession, and escaping to Australia; the next generation left to carry on the 
name - and Guido, forerunner of a new social pattern, making his estate over to a peasant 

cooperative....The story itself creaks, the characters are two dimensional, but Van Paass-~ 

en has a faculty of conveying in atmosphere and mood and tempo, the conviction of deep 

knowledge and love for the Flemish countryside. His name will promote sales. 
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October 14 





Didier 
UNCLE DYNAMITE $2.75 q 





Wodehouse, P.G. 





The ever resilient, ever resourceful blend of favorite uncles, foolish nephews, 
loved and loveless lovelies, housemaids and butlers in new alignment, which this time 
concerns Lord Ickenham's irresponsible nephew “Pongo” Twistleton, whose gaze has swerved 
from the more sensible Sally to Hermione, loved and lost by retiring Bill Oakshott. In 
@ scramble which involves a broken bust and its replacement, a cache for jewels, a law- 
suit, and a Bonny Babies contest, the avuncular intervention of Lord Ickenham returns 
Pongo to Sally, Bill to Hermione... Tried formula - and pretty well proved popular enter- 
tainment. (Note- Didier will, in future, be publisher for P.G. Wodehouse. ) 





November 1 


Asch, Sholem Putnam 
TALES OF MY PEOPLE $3.00 


Twelve stories, the first of them providing ae succession of vignettes of a way 
of life Asch had known before the war, in a Polish village, with a warm and friendly give . 
and take between rich and poor, maintaining of orthodox traditions, the humor, the ritual 
and worship, and so on. Vivid enough, but this has somehow a remoteness as of a picture 
viewed, not experienced. The peculiar poignancy of the last half of the stories lies par- 
ticularly in stories of Polish children under German occupation. For the special quality 
of these tales read Jewish Eyes, an unforgettable story of a cruel overseer at a concen- 
tration camp who had a child's eyes goudged out to make earrings - a story that leaves 
an unorthodox but memorable conception of heaven; The Duty to Live- in which a little girl 
saves her baby brother by going to the nuns, but makes her declaration of faith before an ( 
understanding and compassionate Mother Superior; the story of the daughters of Jacob, who 
prepared themselves for death rather than submission to the lusts of the conquerors; the 
symbolic story of the lovely bride of an American soldier, who bore upon her hands the 
stigmata of the crucifixion of her fellow Jews in the Nazi concentration camps. One feels 
that here is indelible tribute to Polish Jewry. 








November 4 


Bruckberger, Raymond L. & Whittlesey 
lauck, Gerald THZ SEVEN MIRACLES OF GUBBIO $1.50 


One of these odd little books for a plus sale, rather precious and limited in 
general appeal. The Wolf of Gubbio is one of the Saint Francis stories that has lived in 
its retelling by the devout believers. The people of Gubbio were terrified by the de- 
gradations of a voracious wolf and called upon Saint Francis to aid them. With the power 
of his oontrol over creatures of the wild, he gentled the wolf, and made a solemn covenant 
with him, promising him- in its observance- the gift of seven miracles. For a time the 
wolf was revered, and when he brought to beauty the deformed daughter of one of the citi- 
zens, he came under the power of her demands, and sacrificed two of his miracles to her 
whims. With only one left, he saved it, reverting instead to his wolfish character to 
help his people defeat their enemies. And then the people, too, reverted- and turned 
against him- only to have him use the final miracle to waft himself away to his ancient 
woods, there to approach death alone. But at the end, he crept back to Gubbio, and died, 
lying beside the creche. which contained the scene in the manger. 
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November 12 


Shaw, Lau Reynal & Hitchcock 
THE QUEST FOR LOVE OF LAO LEE $3.00 


A second book by the author of Rickshaw Boy, this one translated by Helena Kuo, 
this might well be titled The Education of Mrs.: Lee rather than the title chosen as a 
substitute for the Chinese title, Divorce. Once again Lau Shaw has written as a Chinese 
for Chinese, and succeeded- for Americans- in making one feel something of the emotions, 
the conflicts, the hopes and aspirations and confusions of the Chinese heart and soul. 
lao Lee was subservient to his superior, Big Chang, but resented his taking control of 
his life, denying him the right to divorce, and forcing on him the decision to bring his 
country wife and children to the city, where he worked as a minor government official. 
Mrs. Lee embarrassed Lao Lee; she knew nothing of city life and people; she had nothing 
to say. But- in the course of this story- she learns fast,- learns to spend his money, 
learns to wonder where the rest of his money goes, learns to be jealous of the beautiful 
mysterious deserted young wife in an adjoining apartment, learns to make friends of other 
wives and discuss husbands with them. And lao Lee stays away from home- and gets in- 
volved in the plots and counterplots for power and prestige among the officials- and 
tries to help his friend, Big Chang. The question of marriage and divorce, of wives and 
concubines, is a thread woven in and out of the story. And the finale- with the villain 
disposed of, Big Chang reenstated with his family intact, finds the Lees deserting the 
city and seeking again, as a family, the country Lao Lee had scorned. Slight story, with 
little to hold the average American reader. Lacking the impetus of book club choice, 
it is unlikely to have a large market. 


November 7? 


Aleichem, Sholom Crown 
TEVYE'S DAUGHTERS $3.00 


A collection of stories from the Yiddish of the great Russian-Jewish folklore 
writer. Publication of an earlier collection, Zhe Old Country (1946), contributed to a 
revival of interest in Yiddish folk literature, and this will appeal to the same market. 
Here are stories of Tevye the dairyman, a Russian Casper Milquetoast, and other amusing 
anecdotes and character sketches at the turn of the century. Customs and traditions, 
match-making and marriage,’ joys and sorrows, threatened pogroms and persecutions, business, 
holidays, travels, food- all these are vehicles for the author's profound sense of trag- 
edy, a feeling for death, a feeling of oneness with the universe- and at the same time 
the ability to laugh and mke jokes under calamitous circumstances. Tevye has seven 
beautiful daughters whose marriages were his chief concern, but to their ultimate un- 
happiness and his deep concern, they chose to make their own decisions...hather special- 
ized appeal. 


DUET IN DISCORD 


October 28 


Terrall, Robert Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
A KILLER IS LOOSE AMONG US $2.50 


Tension and terror for the story of an army experimental laboratory in the south, 
and a project- headed by scientists Tom and Sullivan- involved in the incubation of deadly 
disease organisms. It is Sullivan's wife, whom Tom loves, and the theft of some bubonic 
bacteria which directs Tom's fevered and misguided probe of Sullivan, motivates his mur- 
der of his partner, ends in the revelation that the killer who is loose is himself. Shock 
and scare values, in considerable concentration. 
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October 1, 1948 A Second Mystery 
December 1 
Holmes, Paul A. Dutton 
MURDER BUTTONED UP $2.50 


A very Front Page reporter, Ken Sutton, responsible for breaking a triple kill- 
ing and outsmarting the police. Belief in a gambler's innocence, and loyalty to the man- 
aging editor, who is also accused, keep Sutton finding inspiration in a bottle and a babe, 
while a timetable and a long distance hunch completely button up the deaths of three pub- 
lishers of his paper. Sutton follows the rules for a newspaper story- the right facts, 
in the right sequence, rightly interpreted- turns in 4 good job. 


REPRINTS 


BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25° for November 


Blackburn, Thomas W.- SHORT GRASS Hibbs, Ben-£d.- GREAT POST STORIES 1947 
Bromfield, Louis- WHAT BECAMB OF ANNA BOLTON Homes ,Geoffrey- CASE OF THE MEXICAN KNIFE 
Dunlap, Katherine- ENCORE FOR: LOVE Hopkins, Tom J.- DEAD MAN'S RANGE 

Heth, Edward Harris- THE BIG BET Malcolm-Smith, George- THE GRASS IS 


ALWAYS GREENER 
DELL PUBLISHING COMPANY Inc. (Each $.25/ for November 


Baldwin, Faith- ENCHANTED OASIS Fair, A.A.- BATS FLY AT DUSK 
Christie, Agatha- MURDER IN RETROSPECT Meier, Frank- UNDER THE SEA 
De Kobra, Maurice- MADONNA OF THE SLEEPING CARS Wells, H.G.- INVISIBLE MAN 
GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. for November 1st 
Biue Ribbon ($1.00; 
Tuomey, Douglas- THE HOME MECHANIC 


De Luxe 


Bridges, William- WILD ANIMALS OF THE WORLD. Illus. by Mary Baker. (Original) $4.95 


Koues, Helen- AMERICAN WOMAN'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF HOME DECORATING. (Original) $4.95 
Malone, Ted- £d.-—- THE ALL-AMERICAN BOOK OF VERSE (YANKEE DODDLES) $1.29 
Schoor, Gene-fd.- GIANT BOOK OF SPORTS. Illus. by Sam Nisenson. (Original) $2.50 
Watson, Lillian Bichler- STANDARD BOOK OF ETIQUETTE. (Original) $2.95 


Halcyon House 


Kenny, Nick- MORE POEMS BY NICK KENNY (Original) | $1.50 
Lehr, Tinney & Bower- STOP ME IF YOU'VE HEARD THIS ONE (Original) $1.29 
Metcalfe, James J.- POEM PORTRAITS (Original) $1.50 
Thomas, Henry & Dana Lee- LIFE STORIES OF THE GREAT INVENTORS (Original) $1.98 
Juvenile 
Lowe, Edith- BUNNIES- Illus. by Nan Pollard (Original) $1.00 
Lowe, Edith- KITTENS- Illus. by Sharon Banigan (Original) $1.00 
Lowe, Edith- PUPPIES- Illus. by Sharon Banigan (Original) $1.00 


Pfaffle, Hope-Fd. - MOTHER GOOSE SONG BOOK- Illus. by Marion Smith (Original) $2.00 
Star Dollar 


Smith, H. Allen- LO, THE FORMER EGYPTIAN? 
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Sun Dial (Bach 91.49) 


Marshall, Edison- YANKEE PASHA Wolff, Maritta- ABOUT LYDDY THOMAS 
Swanson, Neil H. - UNCONQUERED | 


Permabooks (Each $.35) for Novenber 22nd 


Copeland, Lewis- THE HANDY ENCYCLOPEDIA OF USEFUL INFORMATION 
Raine, William MeacLeod- FAMOUS SHERIFFS AND WESTERN OUTLAWS 
Showers, Paul- FORTUNE TELLING FOR FUN AND POPULARITY 
(Original)- BLACKSTONE'S TRICKS ANYONE CAN DO 


GROSSET & DUNLAP for Novenber 


Doilar Books 


Bromfield, Louis- COLORADO Cavannah, Frances- kd. - FAVORITE CHRISTMAS 
STORIES 


Specials 


Barrows, Marjorie- fd. - THE FAMILY READER- $1.98 Lait, Jack- £éd. - THE PRACTICAL GUIDE TO 
Brown, J. Hammond- fd, - GREAT HUNTING AND FISHING SUCCESSFUL WRITING- $1.49 


STORIES- $1.49 Ward, Mary Jane- THE SNAKE PIT- $1.49 
Davenport, Marcia- EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE- $1.49 Wolfe, Thomas- FROM DEATH TO MORNING- 
: $1.49 


Juveniles 


Wait Disney Books for Very Little People— (3.50! 


COME PLAY WITH MICKEY MOUSE COME PLAY WITH PLUTO PUP 
COME PLAY WITH DONALD DUCK COME PLAY WITH THE SEVEN DWARFS 

THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY ‘Each $. 25) for Novenber 
Bemelmans, Ludwig- I LOVE YOU,I LOVE YOU, I LOVE YOU Heckelmann,Charles M.- LAWLESS RANGE 
Collier, John- INDIANS OF THE AMERICAS McCoy, Horace- NO POCKET IN A SHROUD 
Faulkner, William- THE OLD MAN Miller, Wade- FATAL STEP 


POCKETBOOKS ‘Each $.25) for November 


Elston, Alan V.- GUNS ON THE CIMARRON Hansen, Harry- “d. - THE POCKETBOOK OF 
Eustis, Helen- THE HORIZONTAL MAN O,. HENRY 
Flaubert, Gustave- MADAME BOVARY Hazlitt, Henry- ECONOMICS IN ONE LESSON 
Greig, Maysie- PROFESSIONAL LOVER Masur, Harold Q.- BURY ME DEEP 
, Seton, Anya- THE TURQUOISE 
Dent, Edw. J.- Trans. Announcing a new series of pocket Librettos-Allen,Towne & Heath 
Rossini- BARBER OF SEVILLE Verdi- IL TROVATORE 
Verdi-RIGOLETTO Verdi- Li TRAVIATA 
Each volume- 65¢ or Boxed edition of four volumes-$2.50 
Buchanan, Scott- fd. Viking 
THE PORTABLE PLATO $2.00 


Basic collection - containing in complete translation:- The Republic the 
Synposiun, the Protagoras and the Phaedo.. The Jowett translation has been used, and the 
editor's introduction shows the relation of Plato's work to the great Greek dramas. 
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MUST BOOKS 
October 4 


Thurber, James : Harcourt, Brace 
THE BEAST IN ME And Other Animals $3.00 


* Top Thurber, this collection not only of his magazine pieces but his recent 
drawings and selections from the Vew Yorker Talk of the Town researches, this should have 
its own avid audience. For Thurber with his ability to pinion party pettiness, the em- 
battled female against the wary male, the nonsensical as well as the stupid, has become 
one of our more expert, and always intelligent, humorists. The section on soap operas 


is a complete investigation into one of radio's unbelievable, if well<-peid, manifestations; 


his high-handed unnatural history; his odd fables, sketches and public rebuttals in the 
realm of words, facts, dog naming; his own drawings; his politics, and so on- all combine 
to make a companionable volume whose potpourri qualities are heightened by the variety 

of his inclusions. Swell reading- for odd moments, and more serious. 


Ostober 14 


Wechsberg, Joseph Houghton, Mifflin 
SWEET AND SOUR $3.00 


* Looking for a Bluebird rolled up an impressive score of sales. This has the 
same carefree, casual charm. Taken largely from first appearance in the WNew Yorker,, 
these return to an earlier time, the Czechoslovakia of the late °20°s, to family scenes- 
and characters, and to the later erratic episodes, in an itinerant, continental youth. 
There were the reversals, with the depression, of the family fortunes, from banking to 
e delicatessen; the chamber music- and suspect- soirees of his bachelor Uncle Bruno; the 
fascination of his Uncle Max, who - a black sheep at home- became an illustrious son 
abroad; and later, the many musical experiences, in Paris, at the Vienna Conservatory, 
aboard ship, and the variety of worlds of a peripatetic, professional music maker. These 
recapture the tenor of “those sweet and sour, smiling and sad days which should have 
lasted forever”. The substantial success of the first- the need for the light touch- 
should assure a market for a repeat performance which is captivating. 


Have a special look at these - in section following 


Two serious and disturbing books on immediate problems,—- Mark Gayn’s JAPAN DIARY (Wn.- 
Sloane’ and Stanislaw Mikolajczyk’s THE RAPE OF POLAND (Whittiesey); and another book 
for lighter moments, with a name that insures sales,- H. Allen Smith's LARKS IN THE: 


POPCORN (Doubleday). And don’t overlook Bertram Wolfe’s THREE WHO MADE A REVOLUTION. (Dial). 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 


October 21 


Bacon, Marion~- compiler Little, Brown 
MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS $2.00 


This is a revision of a very useful reference book for personal records, pub- 
lished by the Vassar Cooperative Bookshop in 1943. Some of the inadequacies of the 
original book have been met; the war mterial is omitted; the Garden Log, which I could 
have used had it been there, is an excellent item in the new volume. There's more space 
allowed for insurance records, for inventory. I've used my 1943 volume and referred to 
it repeatedly. Have a look at it- good merchandise- and now issued under a new imprint. 
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October 22 


Connett, Eugene V.- fd. D. Van Nostrand 
YACHTING IN NORTH AMERICA $15.00 


This introduces a new sporting books line, under the editorship of the onetime 
owner of The Derrydale Press, hallmark of fine limiteds in this field.... This is a gold- 
mine of information for the yachtsman, whether he is the owner of a 14 foot outboard 
motor boat on fresh water inland waterways, or of a 64 foot ketch on blue water. Nine 
experts survey the Atlantic coastline from Cape Breton Island to Florida, the inland 
waterway paralleling the coast; the Great Lakes, the Inland Canadian lakes and Rivers, 
the Mississippi River System, the Gulf of Mexico, the California waters, the Oregon Coast, 
Puget Sound and Vancouver. Problems of navigation, of piloting, of harbors, tides, curr- 
ents, winds, of yacht clubs, of characteristicsof the regions, even down to oddities, 
fish to be caught, and so on. Im no sense a guidebook, descriptively speaking, but for 
the yachtsman, a navigating guide of inestimable value. 130 illustrations. 28 maps. 


Mitchell, Carleton D. Van Nostrand 
ISLANDS TO WINDWARD 1.5000 


Pe. 
Cruising among the Windward Islands is made utterly delightful as a way to spend 

& holiday, granted you are the owner of a jib headed ketch, 46'8" overall! And have enough 
sense of adventure and imagination to appreciate such a voyage, as substitute for the 
relatively placid projected Nassau holiday. There's lots of talk that is Greek to the 
landlubber, but the author has a contagious enthusiasm for his subject that even I felt. 
But for anyone, the successive glimpses of the Windward Islands, is magic. Trinidad, 
Grenada, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Martinique, Dominica, Les Saintes, Guadeloupe, Antigua, 
Nevis, St. Kitts, Statia, Saba, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Hispaniola, and the 
Bahamas, homeward bound - sheer enchantment of the tropical seas, beautiful islands, bits 
of many peoples, many worlds, snatches of history, anecdote, biography, geography, - and 
for the yachting fraternity, full measure, running over, of their own special language. 
It promises to be a beautiful book, with 10 illustrations in full color, 140 photographs, 
3 maps. 


October 25 


Osborn, Alex Scribner 
YOUR CREATIVE POWER $3.00 


An advertising man's approach to ideas, this is based on the theory that creative 
imagination can be stepped up by effort and need not necessarily be inspirational. Here 
are the many rewards - financial to emotional- ideas may bring. Not dependent on age, an 
ivory tower, a higher education, or gender,- here are the parts played by experience, 
associative memory, emotional drives in creative work. Here also is something of how you 
may develop your ideas, adapt them, alternate them, organize them, and how they may serve 
you in your personal as well as your professional relationships. True life illustration 
So this self-betterment study which is not, on the whole, as superficial &S many 
of>-its in. 4 a 


October-26- |! 4 


Jackson, Ada Macmillan 
IN ENGLAND NOW $1.50 


A mildly touching poem, or rather a long letter in verse, about the rigors and 
difficulties of living in England now. Beginning on a rather desperate note, the author 
works through her woes to a spirit of high courage and faith. The versification is clear 
and limpid if not distinguished, and the descriptions are bright and concrete if not truly 
vital, the tone unpretentious and sincere. The most remarkable qualities are the ease and 
high level of even pedestrian efforts at versifying in English writers. Limited market. 
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October 29 


Herold, J. Christopher Columbia Univ. Press 
THE SWISS WITHOUT HALOS $3.75 


Don't sell this as a travel book. Actually, I could wish for a little more of 
that aura, but since it is not intended as such, that is mere quibbling. For here is an 
intellectual approach to the history, the geography, the political structure of a country 
that in many ways might serve as a microcosm of world federation in action. But the au- 
thor has approached the subject realistically, and torn off the overlay of legend and 
story, showing a small country, protected from encroachments by its geographic expression, 
but far from being an oasis of peace. The cantons warred one with another; religious wars 
and civil wars tore them internally; the Catholic cantons attempted secession in 1848 and 
only then were the two major segments- Catholic and Protestant, brought together under one 
constitution. There were internecine class wars constantly. But by the end of the 15th 
century common sense dictated a common military organization of defense- only to have the 
Reformation rip them asunder again. Finally the Congress of Vienna established the bound- 
aries. Successive popular legends are gently dissected and disproved, and full circle is 
traced to Switzerland progresses from a peasant economy, to conquerors, soldiers of for- 
tune, state monopolies, and back to unity of farmers and merchants. Names in the hall of 
fame,- Voltaire, Rousseau, Amiel, and other writers; Pestalozzi, Henri Dumon, Zwingli- 
names internationally known in their fields; brief biographies integral to the overall 
picture of a people in a chronic state of political excitement, but yet able to evolve an 
aesthetic and cultural life, and a reputation for stability. What characterizes a Swiss? 
Many levels of loyalty- but at one in the worship of the beauty of their Alps. Plenty of 
controversial but revealing material here; gcholarly without being pedantic in style. 


Sitwell, Edith Vanguard 
THE SONG OF THE COLD $2.75 


This latest volume of Edith Sitwell's work makes her claim as the outstanding 
woman poet of England incontrovertible. In her earlier phases she seemed perhaps lost in 
@ maze of absolutely individual and often obscure sense perception. But like so many who 
have seemed at first only to respond to the senses, this deep immersion in matter has at 
last brought her to the profoundest, philosophical understanding, and she emerges in this 
volume as a sort of seeress of doom and re-incarnation. With her own very peculiar scale 
of imagery, she has here devised poems which are intensely original and richly sumptuous. 
Her style is elevated and replete with allusions to poetry and philosophy of all ages and 
peoples; but it draws most heavily on the mystics, and is in itself mystical and almost 
apocalyptic. Her theme is “the ultimate cold that lies within the heart of man”; but she 
is not without a belief in redemption by love. There is nothing meagre in Edith Sitwell'’s 
writing. It is musical and rich with the treasure of kings.. she seems always faintly 
aware of her own heritage from the Plantagenets. Fine poetry- for connoisseurs. 


October 777 


Helm, MacKinley Pellegrini & Cudahy 
JOHN MARIN $6.50 


Etcher, water colorist, painter in oils, Marin is a significant figure in modern 
art. Here is a full scale appreciation and interpretation of him as “impressionist, ab- 
stractionist, realist?” - but assuredly one of the first of American extremists. This is 
@ story of man and artist, although his characteristic shy reserve lends a certain re- 
straint to his personal history. A boyhood in Jersey; the inevitable pilgrimage to Europe 
in 1905, where he stayed five years and where his style crystalized; his first shows, under 
the aegis of Stieglitz who retained a protective guardianship over Marin for several de- 
cades; the years of restlessness, little recognition; the Maine paintings- later New Mex- 
ico; and finally in the '30°s recognition and fame. The pleinness, the simplicity of the 
man engages sympathy, but fails to capture imagination to those not already intrigued by 
his work. The reproductions of his work in color have caught the essential quality of his 
painting. 
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November 1” 


Lang, Lucy Robins Macmillan 
TOMORROW IS BEAUTIFUL $3.50 


Excellent autobiography, as well as important historically for those interested 
in the labor movement. The fascinating story of a remarkable career, four decades spent 
working for social betterment, with people rather than causes the motivating force. She 
writes of a childhood in Russia, and after the age of 10, in the United States; of a first 
job in a cigar factory, and the beginnings of her life work as she became an anarchist; a 
trial marriage to Bob Robins, and the trial separation which shocked conservative sensi- 
bilities. She worked with Emma Goldman in her fight for freedom of speech; she aided 
strikers, fought against framed trials, campaigned for freedom of political prisoners 
after World War I. In her work for political prisoners she came to admire Gompers, iden- 
tified herself with the A.F. of L., and later went abroad with her husband, Harry Lang, 
to make a study of European labor for William Green. She was always on the side of the 
oppressed, and figured in the cases of the McNamara brothers, Tom Mooney, Eugene Debs, 
Sacco and Vanzetti, and others. Interesting and challenging reading. 


November 4 


Holliday, C.W. Caxton 
THE VALLEY OF YOUTH $3.50 


This chronicle of an Englishman in British Columbia fifty years ago opens with 
a thrilling account of a youth's voyage from England around Cape Horn to ‘Frisco and the 
Golden West. Then back to England, only to return again to Victoria- this rounds out 
Part I - a record of the thrills and hardships of a boy who grows tough and hardy under 
the kindly but spinsterish rule of the Captain of the Aleanor Margaret, a four-masted 
barque of 2300 tons. The second half of the story tells of the lure of his destiny as he 
finds the Okanagan valley, glimpsed first in 1889 when he saw it through a gap at Sicamus, 
150 miles from the international border. Once through the narrow gateway to a fertile 
valley, he remained its happy prisoner for fifty years. He writes of surveys and treks 
in wild country; of Indians; of the growth of cities; of people and men and horses. Wide 
appeal in its substance; good writing, which lacks a certain fire. Appeal for those who 
like the sea and the untamed wilderness. 


Doubleday 


lavender, David 
THE BIG DIVIDE $4.50 

A worthwhile job of regional histcrical biography, comprehensive, and interesting 
reading for those who want to learn about the southern Rockies, from Yellowstone to Santa 
Fe, from the early explorers to present day concern with reclamation, recreation and 
places of interest for tourists. Here are the men who made the southwest, and the work 
they did,- explorers, Spaniards, Indians, traders, ranchers, cowboys, miners, emigrants, 
railroaders, etc. There are the conflicts with the Indians, trouble with the Spaniards, 
the gold rush, the silver stampede, labor strife. Good Americana regional material- but 
we wonder how much the market can absorb. 


Deutsch, Albert Reynal & Hitchcock 
THE SHAME OF THE STATES $3.00 

The monstrous story of our institutions for the insane, based on intramural in- 
vestigation. Here are institutions where curables have been rendered hopeless by dehuman- 
ization and depersonalization, lack of privacy, lack of decency, neglect. Today one out 
of seventeen faces commitment to American bedlams, not one of which meets minimum stand- 
ards set twenty years ago by the A.P.A. From Philadelphia to Cleveland, Manhattan to De- 
troit, California to Georgia, individual institutions are laid bare, their twin evils of 
over-crowding and understaffing, their concomitants of poor food, filth, vermin, rats, 
custody without treatment. A shocking story, statistically supported. 
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November 4 





Beston, Henry Rinehart a 
NORTHERN FARM $3002.75 |€ 





The elusive magic of a year on a Kennebec farm is captured here in truly beauti- 
ful prose, beginning with the dead of winter and following in the season’s changes through 
to late fall, reminiscent, with its intercepted philosophy in the mood of David Grayson. 
Excerpts from a farm diary, in contrasting type offer a pleasing break to eye and mental 
ear. Farm pleasures, duties, visits to friends, work and play with neighbors fill the 
peaceful days. The everchanging pond, color, texture and sound, holds the author spell- 
bound. Near to the sea, the red house has rare visitors, gulls, strange living aircraft, 
fox, otter, squirrels, rabbits - the little life of hill and valley... Among many competi- 
tors, this stands out. Illustrated by Thoreau MacDonald. 


Ives, Burl Whittlesey 
WAYFARING STRANGER $3.50 


Known to radio fans, Burl Ives undoubtedly has done a good deal towards popular- 
izing folk music of America. Here he tells his own story (we could wish he'd had a ghost). 
The material is there, but the poor writing makes dull reading. Here is a life devoted | 
to collecting folk songs, and adapting them to his needs. Born in southern Illinois, he 
went through school and started college, but the jure of the road and people was too strong, | 
and he started out to hear and sing the songs of the people. For living expenses he did 
odd jobs, and even got paid a negligible fee for singing. Then he reached New York, and 
while living in International House took lessons and got breaks in some shows, and final- 
ly, after years of hard work, got his spot in radio. Whittlesey's lead book, so it is 
promised generous promotion. Perhaps I'm wrong- but I can’t feel convinced that the radio 








fan is a good reading public for this autobiography. = ( 
November 8 2/))/ “{ 
Keene, Frances W. | Farrar, Straus 
THE KEENE PARTY BOOK $2.50 


This is as thorough a coverage of the problem of children's parties in all as- 
pects as I know, a collection of helpful ideas for desperate adults, confronted with the 
necessity of giving a children's party and a paucity of ideas. The chief merit is that - 
while the details demand time and attention to the job ahead of time, the materials are 
inexpensive and accessible, and the refreshments served, the games played, for the average 
budget. Table decorations are gay without being elaborate; caps for the children to wear, 
occasionally prizes for games, and table favors make up the costs. There's a section on | 
party behavior (and not only for children). The kinds of parties include not only the 
routine of seasonal and holiday parties, but lots of original ones- Mother Goose parties, 
snowman's party. School Days party; Pirates, Indians, Merry go-round, and so on. Lists 
of appropriate games, and directions for playing, are an important phase of the book. The 
age span of the children is indicated, and there is special notation-active or quiet, out- 
doors or in. And it ends with dances for the somewhat older boys and girls. 





Mikolajczyk, Stanislaw Whittlesey 
THE RAPE OF POLAND: Pattern of Soviet Aggression $4.00 





The former head of the Polish Government in Exile, and more recently head of the | 
Peasants’ Party in Poland, member of the Cabinet which tried to find a way to cooperate 
ee with the Soviet, writes his inside story of the rape of Poland. As a key to the procedure 
of aggression, this has many parallels, most recently Ferenc Nagy's story of Hungary's 
capitulation, Behind the Iron Curtain (Macmillan- see report P. 464). Accepted the in- 
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| evitability of the Mikolajczyk' story being weighted on the side of the opposition to the 
} Soviet, the evidence is nonetheless startling, horrifying and convincing. Cynical from 
oT the start of Russia’s motives, Russia's promises, he held fast to the spirit that sur- 
2,7. @ vived two occupations, the strength of the underground, his faith in the western allies 
eventually coming to Poland's defense. There was the grim incident of the mass graves of 
| Polish officers- the investigation stale-mated; there was the fiasco of the Lublin govern- 
igh i ment; there was the insistence on the Curzon Line; there were the Warsaw massacres and 
the failure to relieve General Bor (Russia's interference in the air line has a grim fam- 
iliarity today). Finally, in desperation, he accepted a measure of compromise - and saw 
again the dismemberment of Poland, the imposition of puppet leaders, subject to Moscow's 
will, the emasculation of the skeleton powers accorded the non-conmmunist members of gov- 
ernment. He strove to rebuild a strong Peasant Party- only again to be checked. Persecu- 


| 
i 
| 
and when they came they were clearly fradulent. A mockery of democracy - political and 
: 
{ 
A 
fl 


i- tion, murder, torture, pressure on all groups (even the Boy Scouts) preceded the elections, 
economic bondage, with the state- a police state- controlling propaganda, muzzling free 
speech, dictating education, imposing a fallacious land reform, and preparing Poles, 
through a hate campaign, for World War III. By the fall of 1947, Poland was crushed. In 

exile, after a sensational escape, Mikolajozyk pleads for help from outside for the 

‘) H countries in bondage. (Note publication date West Coast- 11/15) 

| | November 8 
Ong, | Brown, Rollo Walter A. A. Wyn 


HARVARD YARD IN THE GOLDEN AGE $2.50 


‘i | An effectionate recall of twelve of Harvard's great- the personal charm and 
| intellectual fascination they exerted- these are sketches of famous figures of the past, 

lo | “not in any idealized isolation, but as they moved in the full course of life that in- 

@ cluded their distinguished contemporaries and distinguished successors". Of the Olympian 
Charles William Eliot, aloof, often lonely, and the constant crusades of his career as 
teacher, administrator. Five in the philosophy department, the meditative Santayana, 
creative-minded William James, Royce, George Herbert Palmer, Munsterberg. George Lyman 
Kittredge with his fiery power, his pure scholarship and tireless truth-searching; Shaler, 
the geologist-poet, Charles Eliot Norton and his fight for beauty and George Pierce Baker 
and his broadening of the drama; Charles Townsend Copeland, wit and eccentric, Dean Briggs, 
these the twelve who had made a lasting imprint as intellectuals, as individuals. 


Oe BMS Tm ag a IR ad en — 


November 9 


Little, Brown 


of Mann, William M. 
| ANT HILL ODYSSEY $3.50 
Biography for the bug boosters- this personal record of a naturalist, director 
of the Washington Zoo. Slow on the uptake, the autobiography gathers momentum, the style 

J is humorous, clear, fascinating. Here he tells how he dragged his snakes and bugs through 
{ childhood, Staunton Military Academy, side trips in summer, Stanford University, and on 

~— | to the Huachuca Mountains. Then Harvard- and the trips to the tropics. He snatched 
chances out of the air, wangled his way to Brazil, Haiti, Palestine, Syria, the Fiji Isl- 
ands. In spite of the title, he had other things than ants to interest him. One chapter 
titled “Human Meat is Sweeter" suggests one line of demarcation: The Palestine journey 
and Abdul makes an unforgettable incident. The book ends with his transfer to the U.S. 

: Department of Agriculture, at the princely salary of $1,800.00. Written with a fine 

6 sense of drama, a flair for the tragic- as well as the humorous. Rich armchair adventure. 





Ae ree 
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November 10 


King, Clarence Harper 
ORGANIZING FOR COMMUNITY ACTION $3.00 


Hardly a book intended for straight away reading, but a handbook for social 
workers sincerely desirous of bettering their techniques and achieving community action. 
The case method and illustration is used in developing a succession of topical headings, 
and each case contributes to establishing a basic principle:- indirect leadership, harn- 
essing emotion needs; altering the complexion of committee when viewpoint needs to change; 
citizen's board in government; dangers of paternalism; let laymen convince themselves; 
take a beating now and then; these are a few points made. The principles are then ap- 
plied at higher levels- in coordination of agencies, in international action. Probably 
there is very tangible value here- for those seeking guidance. 


Washington, Lawrence : Whittlesey 
HOW TO PLAN YOUR FINANCIAL SECURITY §/| °° $2.75 


With an opening gambit that considers briefly choosing the right kind of job and 
getting ahead in it, this considers the principal types of investments you can make for 
immediate- or future- security. The purpose, and four main kinds of life insurance; the 
disposition of insurance proceeds; government military service insurance; accident and 
health insurance. The advisability of a private emergency fund, of making a will; annui- 
ties and trusts; bonds, preferred and common stocks, mortgages; home ownership-distorted 
as it may be today; taxes- and death....A conservative and reasoned analysis of the vir- 
tues and liabilities of these investment practices, with constructive criteria for budget- 
ing and saving at different levels of income. 


November 12 


Connett, Eugene V.- fd. Van Nostrand 
AMERICAN SPORTING DOGS $7.50 


If you are profoundly interested in sporting dogs, you'll be interested in this. 
For they are all here, with their lineages traced (yes, a cocker came over in the May- 
flower!), their breeding and points discussed, their training for their particular job 
analyzed. American sporting dogs are bred for speed, stamina, nose, style. Pros and cons 
of theories of heredity are discussed. Bird dogs, retrievers, pointers, setters, Brittany 
spaniels, spaniels, hounds - and their variants- are given full scope. The illustrations- 
paintings by Edwin Megargee and photographs and engravings- 105 in all - will add eye 
appeal for anyone who likes dogs. But the text is only for the special fanciers. 


Nevember-15~— 2) /¢/+/ 7 


Curtiss, Mina- 54, Random House 
LETTERS OF MARCEL PROUST $5.00 


A translation of and selection from Marcel Proust's extensive correspondence, 
this collection of letters has been compiled with discretion and devotion, and holds an 
interest which is both personal and literary as they reflect the man and the work which 
was so much a reflection of the man. With editorial orientation and amplification when 
necessary, the letters appear chronologically, vary in importance from the social nice- 
ties to the major, affective issues in his life- the Dreyfus affair, the death of his 
mother, homosexuality, and the writing and publication of his masterwork, concluding at 
his death after the years of immurement and isolation. The interpretative introduction 
by Harry Levin is a brilliant one to that “intelligence that had to be cushioned, cribbed, 
confined",- and the volume, if predicated on an interest in Proust, will have a definite 
audience among his followers. 














| 


| 
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Anderson, Robert Gordon Longmans , Green 
THE CITY AND THE CATHEDRAL $3.50 


This is virtually a biography of the city on the Seine, a companion volume to the 
author's Biography of a Cathedral. For here is the high tide of the Gothic in the Middle 
Ages, culminating in mediaeval Paris. Here the psychological aspect of the teeming city is 
powerfully affected by Notre Dame and the religious fervor of the church demonstrated in her 
art, her literature and her material fortunes. From 1200 AD to the beginning of the 14th 
century, the story of the city is told in the lives of some of her great men, - Louis IX, 
St. Francis, the unknown great illuminators and artists, Thomas Aquinas, King Philippe and 
Dante- as they go about the city in forming and dramatizing her story. The University grows, 
the history and art of bookmaking flourishes, the students, churchmen, sailors, writers, 
doctors, nuns, knights, laymen parade in brilliant pageant. A foretaste of his style is 
demonstrable in the first chapter, when Queen Eleanor brings the small Blanche of Castille 
from her home in Spain to be the fair “white queen", the mother of Louis IX. The book is 
not only informative and fascinating, but human and appealing. Its reading public is 
circumscribed but generous, a must for the intelligentsia. 


Novembexr—15-— / 
V3 /49 
Williams, Francis 


Viking 
SOCIALIST BRITAIN $3.00 


An optimistic primer, covering the background, composition and future plans of the 
present British government, written by a young, former member of the Labor ministry. The 
early history of the party briefly profiles the party’s leaders,- Attlee, Bevin, Cripps, and 
Morrisson; the domestic and foreign policies of the party today, its problems and prospects 
tomorrow, all are outlined here with a great measure of confidence that Britain is entering 
on an era of prosperity. Economically dependent on the U. S. A. England has developed 4 new 
type of Commonwealth, bilateral trade agreements, while leaving a way open when the dollar 
scarcity is alleviated, for free trade or multilateral agreements. This involves a break- 
ing away from the U. S. A., an essential to British survival. On the domestic level, the 
author reviews all the government has done, nationalization of industry, manpower and agri- 
cultural planning, equalization of social rights, and so on. An overall picture of the 
Labor government in action, reflecting an earnest faith in the survival of Great Britain. 


November 18 


Smith, H. Allen Doubleday 
LARKS IN THE POPCORN $2.50 


* H, Allen Smith, passport to sales with his ingratiating, inconsequential, tangential” 
type of monologue, tells here of the dislocation of a couple of mildewed New Yorkers as they 
move to the outskirts of Westchester County (Chappaqua area) and become truly rural with an 
agricultural program of watermelons, strawberries and popcorn. Along with some crabbing about 
crab grass, and his twin oppressions, poison ivy and wasps, commutation,- there's some pretty 
diverting dialogue about the selection and naming of their house, the awakening of his 
mechanical instincts along with the nature-urge, the Reader's Digest, next Goor neighbor, 
the anti-sociability of after-35 and the distractions of country living, household hint 
addiction, and so on. ...The rustification of a quondam roue, this may not offer some of 
the lower, louder laughs of his earlier books, but still manages some pretty funny moments. 
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November 16 
Committee on College Reading Farrar, Straus 


Nat'l. Council Teachers of English $2.25 
GOOD READING: A Guide to the World's Best Books 


A valuable handbook on two scores,- as a@ basic guide to the individual who 
wishes to fill out the gaps in his basic reading and build a personal library, and to 
the small library, with no professional supervision, and need for a check list. Part I 
is historical in background, a survey of the world's literature- classic, imaginative, 
informative, an immense amount of information in brief compass. Part II has some special 
articles on reading- a list of 100 significant books- some highly personal lists of basic 
books contributed by the committee. Part III contains 30 lists, books in all fields, 


1100 titles. 
November 22 


Count, Earl W. Henry Schuman 
4000 YEARS OF CHRISTMAS $2.00 


Briefly and almost biblically, this is a retelling of the Christmas story in 
relation to the many countries, many faiths, which have contributed to its origin and 
observation. From 4000 years ago, and the country north of Mesopotamia where - in the 
worship of the god Marduk, Christmas began; then the Roman Saturnalia; the 4th century 
where Jesus’ birthday was first celebrated; the Northland- their gods and festivals; the 
man who became St. Nicholas; the stories surrounding the Christmas tree- and the Christ 
Child's tree; Christmas poems, carols, etc. Reference library value chiefly. 


November 235 ‘ 1. Ayes 


W) 
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Bradley, David a. Little, Brown 
NO PLACE TO HIDE — $2.00 
The log book of a doctor assigned to Operations Crossroads, the atom bomb tests 
at Bikini, this is an unpretentious, day-by-day record of that experiment, the steps 
taken to protect the personnel from invisible dangers of radioactivity, to determine the 
damage to living tissue. The trip out, the briefings prior to the dress rehearsal, final- 
ly “Able Day” when the bomb was released; the various tests to determine the plutonium 
contamination above and below water, and finally the abandonment of the target fleet, 
after the lingering and insidious nature of the radioactive agent had been proved.... 
Documentary value. 


Barton, Margaret : C Macmillan 
GARRICK ee $4.00 


A carefully documented biography of the 18th century England's greatest actor 
whose career from the first, when he left his native Lichfield with Samuel Johnson, his 
mentor, was almost “monotonously successful”. If short of stature, unprepossessing of 
appearance, Garrick's tumultuous style of acting, with a large reliance on facial ex- 
pression, gave him lasting eminence. Serious and sober of temperament, the first affair 
with fickle Peg Woffington brought only unhappiness, until his marriage to a Viennese 
dancer who gave up her career when she met Garrick. The serenity of his marriage con- 
trasted with the quarrels of his public life, which did not affect his popularity. A 
biography of sound, substantial proportions, non-partisan point of view, solidity, but 
little glamor. 
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November 24 


Margold, Stella Harper 
LET'S DO BUSINESS WITH RUSSIA $3.50 


With comparatively few exceptions, most of the evidence supporting Miss Mar- 
gold’s position dates back several years, which considerably weakens the value of her 
argument that we should do business with Russia. But- for the industrialist, the business 
man, seeking the whys and hows, here is the essential data of procedure. Trade must be 
sought- but the needs are there, and the record is good, and the outcome can mean econom- 
ic prosperity. Consideration is given to the factors that interfere. Trade agreements 
and contracts, in various forms, are considered. Miss Margold (presumably reflecting the 
Dept. of Commerce) advises appointment of a representative who knows the language and has 
an official title; she gives the data on securing of visas, on costs, and so on. She an- 
alyzes procedure; lists agencies on preliminaries; suggests importance of direct contact 
with factories; stresses importance of advertising, promotion, trademarks; poses the prob- 
lems of patent rights; advises cooperation in exhibits; discusses the necessity of dealing 
with Amtorg. These preliminaries dealt with, she goes on to the interview, the questions 
of loans and advances, the tax laws, the guaranteed profit system, the provisions for ar- 
bitration. She shows the procedure followed by Germany before the war, by Britain- both 
of whom had gone farther than we have gone. And she summarizes certain agreements since 
World War II. ‘In closing, she argues the case for an American loan. Useful-not conclusive. 


Wolfe, Thomas Harper 
MANNERHOUSE: 4 Piay $3.00 


This play will be produced by a little theatre in New York this season, which 
enhances the importance of the publication in book form of a text written in 1926 to ex- 
press Wolfe's personal credo “that man does not live for truth but for divine falsehood". 
It is the story of a great southern mansion built in that faith and lost only when the 
last of the family is a sceptic and a modern. The house falls into the hands of specula- 
tion and materialism; the line ends. In spite of a certain mystical obscurity, the work 
has much of fire, sweep and poetic insight, characteristic of Wolfe. It is virtually his 
sole use of non-autobiographical material. 


Bruce, John Random House 
THE GAUDY CENTURY ''/2° $3.75 
100 years of San Francisco's robust journalism- this parallels the main events, 
issues and scandals of an excitable era, in brisk and bracing record. The mid-century 
featured the gold rush, vigilante law, careless crime, and saw the birth of the first 
newspaper, the Californian. Then came choleric James King of William, who was shot down, 
and his Evening Bulletin; and the start of the Chronicle in 1865, as a theatre handout; 
of the Post by the radical Henry George; the advent of Hearst; the famous figure of 
Greeley, briefly following his own advice; of the "bitter bitter Bierce”, the almost 
legendary Fremont Older and his crusade for Tom Mooney - rough and tumble journalism, vio- 
lent politics, and notorious as well as eccentric characters...The interests are histori- 
cal and regional as well as journalistic. An important item in the centennary celebration. 


Anderson, Maxwell ” Wm. Sloane 
ANNE OF THE THOUSAND DAYS: A Play loters uf $2.75 


Returning to the period of his Mary of Scotland, Hltzabeth the Queen. and his 
particular medium of poeticized historical drama, this portrays the powerful, passionate 
struggle between Anne Boleyn and Henry VIII - the 1000 days in which he was to love her, 
until he won her love; the 1000 days in which she was to hate him until she loved him; 
and the one day when their love was of equal measure. Effective as this will be in pro- 
duction, with its dramatic intensity, its poetic prose makes it also 4 play to read. 
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Gayn, Mark Wm. Sloane 
JAPAN DIARY $4.00 Y 


* This is a profoundly disturbing book, a book that will be unpopular with those 
who would like to sit comfortably back and accept the military-cum-state department position 
that democratization of Japan goes on apace. Gayn, in intimate day by day reporting, carries 
out the contentions of Lauterbach in his strictures on our occupation in Japan and Korea in 
Danger from the East = and of some other perceptive reporters. We see a surface acceptance 
of military directives, of an imposed constitution; while beneath the smooth surface, we 
see the forces of reaction strengthening their hold, the tiny segment of democratic minded 
Japanese submerged, the Thought Control police in strategic positions with other names, the 
spirit of democracy flouted, preparations going ahead for post-occupation comeback, militarily 
- and our own top brass conceding the necessity of a strong Japan to counter a strong Soviet 
in Asia. This is a closeup of personal contact with the people of Japan, city and country; 
it is a personal experience record, revealing, shocking; it makes our occupation a travesty 
of our American ideals, an imposition of police state tactics-American brand. In' these years 
we are exhausting our reservoir of good will in Asia. Gayn does not hesitate to name names, 
from MacArthur and Hodge on down. Not an easy book to read- the diary form imposes a 
challenge on the reader to sort and assess the facts. But the overall carries tremendous 


conviction. 
LATE ARRIVALS—Practically Published 


Harding, Bertita Coward, McCann 


SOUTHERN EMPIRE: Brazil | $4.00 
: A volume in the Jnvitation to Travel series, of which five volumes have been 
@ourvricnea, and three others are in the making for Fall and Winter publication. The approach 





is definitely for the tourist, with bits for the business man and explorer. Bertita Harding 
is well-informed on this area and provides a fine introduction to the country. With a brief 
background of history, statistics, leading Brazilian figures, feast days and celebrations, 
the book is devoted to a section by section coverage. Rio de Janeiro,- the outlying dis- 
tricts, the resorts; Sao Paulo, “coffee land"; the southern tip; the less known areas of the 
north and central states - and in each section, she discusses those things the traveller 
would want to know, hotels, restaurants, what to do and where to go. The author's name is 
passport to reader interest for her glamorous historical and biographical novels, of | 
which Amazon Throne was set in Brazil. (10/4/) 


Dial 


Wolfe, Bertram D. 
THREE WHO MADE A REVOLUTION $5.00 
*Fascinating reading and important to understanding of the Russian enigma, these 
studies of Lenin, Trotsky and Stalin. It is more than biography. It is a study of a 
program for revolution, a book that fills in the plots and counterplots of all the impor- 
tant figures surrounding the “Red Three", participating in planning revolution. Some may 
mean nothing to the average American reader, but Wolfe makes them come to life in what reads 
like a Russian novel. We see the inner working and thoughts of revolutionists, their bicker- 
ing and fighting, their willingness to sacrifice each other to win their goals. One marvels 
at the spirit of Wedication to a cause, but it is frightening to see how little individuals 
- or the world - count in the determination to dominate. This is a scholarly work, but so 
lively in the writing that it holds the reader's interest from first to last- with the 
Russian Revolution of 1917 an accomplished fact. It should find a permanent place in the 
orks revealing the three who made a revolution. (10/11) 
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Catton, Bruce Harcourt, Brace 
THE WAR LORDS OF WASHINGTON $3.00 


A Capitol Hill reporter tells the inside story of the production war waged in 
Washington by the dollar-a-year appointees who, despite the doetrinaire New Dealers and 
obstructionist Army department, were able to bring the war effort to ultimate victory. 
Here are the inter-departmental feuds, personality clashes, confusions of authority, and 
lack of faith in the courage and loyalty of the American people. The story is told in 
terms of the war lords:- Knudsen, Wallace, Robert Horton, Robert Nathan, Bernard Baruch, 
the two Charles Wilsons, Reuther, Maverick, Donald Nelson - and the alphabetical agencies 
that sprang up after 1940. This is an unpalatable view of the Army- a more than usually 
favorable view of Nelson - an overall of suceess in spite of bungling. (10/14) 


Joughin, G. Louis & Harcourt, Brace 
Morgan, Edmund $6.00 
THE LEGACY OF SACCO AND VANZETTI 


The collaborative work of a Professor at Harvard Law, and a Professor at the 
N.Y. School for Social Research, this is an intensive study of the impact of the Sacco- 
Vanzetti case on American law, literature and society. A tri-partite analysis:- the leg- 
acy to the law-doubt, through the facts of the case, the trials and evidence, the years 
of controversy; the legacy to the people- conflict, in prejudices aroused, in various 
agencies engaged in the defense, in national agitation; the legacy to literature- faith, 
in a survey of the literary output which this trial stimulated...A re-assessment, on many 
levels, of the greatest judicial question mark since the Dreyfus affair, this is import- 
ant legally, sociologically - but of limited interest for a general audience. (Publ.) 


Hastings House 


Chamberlain, Samuel 
OPEN HOUSE IN NEW ENGLAND $5.00 
Originally published in 1937, this has since then been enlarged and revised. 
There's a brief historical introduction, tracing the overall history of colonial archi- 
tecture in New England, and the years following the birth of the nation. Possibly the 
most important part of the text is the list - community by community- of old houses open 
to the public, and representing the best in architecture of the 17th, 18th and 19th cent- 
uries. Chamberlain's photographs, of exteriors and interiors, are well-known for their 
quality as photographs, their informative value architecturally. Indexed. (10/15) 


Rodman, Selden Pellegrini & Cudahy 
RENAISSANCE IN HAITI $4.50 


An outline of Haitian artistic awakening, rivaled only by that of Mexico, as 
centuries of religious and folk lore are today finding unself-conscious expression in its 
graphic and plastic arts, and primarily among its painters. Here, with a brushing in of 
historical background, religious and racial influences, are the evidences of this renais- 
sance in sculpture, music and the dance; in her art work, particularly that of her two 
most famous contemporary artists, Philome Obin and Hector Hyppolite who reflect the 
"harmony, simplicity, spontaneity” of this movement...The illustrations (not available at 
time of reporting) will add substantial value to the text which supplies an overall pic- 
ture rather than detailed study. Selden Rodman's name may carry this outside the art 
market in some degree, but primarily this is for the art market largely. (10/9) 


Note: This publisher is also issuing the English Masters of Black and White series. Five 
to be ready this fall:- George Cruikshank, John Tenniel, Richard Doyle, Edmund Sullivan, 
Barnett Freedman, men whose work form part of our literary and artistic heritage. Each 


volume will contain a biographical and critical introduction, and reproductions of the 


artist's work. Each $2.50 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Coward, Noel - PEACE IN OUR TIME - price from $2.00 to $2.75 

Holstius, E. - EVERGREEN - postponed to winter list 

Lee, Tina - HOW TO MAKE DOLLS AND DOLIHOUSES - from 10/7 to 10/14 

Mallery, R. D. - /d. - MASTERWORKS OF sears aaa price from $5.00 
to $6.00 

Maugham, W. S. - CATALINA - from 10/18 to 10/26 

Mearns, D. C. - &d-- THE LINCOLN PAPERS - to be published 10/26 except Chicago 

-10/23 


Magoun, F. A. - LOVE AND MARRIAGE - from 11/7 to 10/26 
Magriel, Paul -fd. - CHRONICIES OF THE AMERICAN DANCE - from 10/11 to 10/18 


Little, Brown 


de la Roche, Mazo-Title from PHILIP AND MARY to MARY WAKEFIELD. Postponed to 
1/20/49. February Literary Guild selection . 


Macmillan 


Bailey, L. R. - MANUAL OF CULTIVATED PLANTS - postponed to 1/2/49 
Balderston & Bolitho - A GODDESS TO A GOD - from 10/19 to 10/26 
Bolitho, Hector - THE REIGN OF QUEEN VICTORIA - from 10/19 to 10/26 . 
Bridge, Ann - AND THEN YOU CAME - from 10/26 to 11/23 

Butler, E. M. - THE MYTH OF THE MAGUS - from 9/14 to 10/19 

Clemo, Jack R. - WILDING GRAFT - from 10/5 to 10/26 

Coatsworth, Elizabeth - SOUTH SHORE TOWN - from 10/19 to 11/1 

Dorfman & Johnson - OVERWEIGHT IS CURABLE - from 10/5 to 11/9 

Ellman, Richard - YEATS - from 10/26 to 11/1 

Fung-Yu-lan- A SHORT HISTORY OF CHINESE PHILOSOPHY - from 11/16 to 11/9 
Gudzy, N. K.- A HISTORY OF EARLY RUSSIAN LITERATURE - from 11/16 to 11/23 
Haberly, L. - PURSUIT OF THE HORIZON - from 10/26 to 11/9 

Hartman, Gertrude - IN BIBLE DAYS - from 10/? to 11/16 

Koestler, Arthur - INSIGHT AND OUTLOOK - from 11/9 to 12/7 

Lincoln, M. - DANGER: CURVES AHEAD - from 9/21 to 10/26 

Longstreth, T. M. - THE GREAT VENTURE - definite date 10/11 

McKeown, M. F. - THE TRAIL IED NORTH- from 11/1 to 11/16 

Nicholson, Marjorie H. - VOYAGES TO THE MOON - from 9/14 to 10/11 
Oakes, Vanya - BY SUN AND STAR - from 9/? to 10/19 

Pellegrini, Angelo - THE UNPREJUDICED PALATE - from 10/19 to 11/1 
Sheerin, M. W. - THE PARSON TAKES A WIFE - from 9/28 to 10/19 

Spiller, R. E. - Ed. ~ LITERARY HISTORY OF THE U. S. - from 10/26 to 11/29 
Stuntz, A. E. - TO MAKE THE PEOPLE STRONG - from 9/28 to 11/9 
Vyshinsky, A. Y. - THE LAW OF THE SOVIET STATE - from 11/9 to 11/23 


Rinehart 


Hislop, Codman - THE MOHAWK - price from $3.50 to $4.00 

Hutchinson, R. C. - ELEPHANT AND CASTIE - postponed to 1/20/49 

Stokes, W. R. - MODERN PATTERN FOR MARRIAGE - price from $2.00 to $2.25 
Sutton, Horace - FOOTLOOSE IN FRANCE - price from $3.75 to $4.00 


Simon & Schuster 


Irey & Slocum - THE TAX DODGERS - from 10/? to 11/2? or 12/2 


Viking 


Sassoon, S. - MEREDITH - from 10/25 to 10/8 
Werner, Sylvia T. - THE CORNER THAT HELD THEM - from 10/8 to 10/25 


Whittlesey 


Laughlin, R. - THE WIND LEAVES NO SHADOW - from 10/20 to 10/13 
Mowery, W. B. - THE LONG ARM OF THE MOUNTED- from 10/4 to 10/14 
Posin, D. Q. - MENDELEYEV - from 10/7 to 10/15. Price from $3.50 to $4.50. 


Erratum: Ewen, David - DICTATORS OF THE BATON - published by Ziff-Davis, not 


Prentice-Hall. 
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@ November 18- Smith, H. Allen 








A CALENDAR OF 


November 8- Moore, Ruth 
November 18- Keyes, Frances P, 
November 19- Thane, Elswyth 


November 16- Douglas, Lloyd C. 
November 19- Seton, Anya 
December l- Irwin, Margaret 


November l- Crane, Frances 
November 4- Hamilton, Donald 
November 4- Strange, John S. 


NEW 
Pepe gL Oe ee 


FOR FEMININE TASTES 


THE FIRE BALLOON (Morrow) 
DINNER AT ANTOINE'S (Messner) 


KISSING KIN (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 


PERIOD, HISTORICAL 


THE BIG FISHERMAN (Houghton, Mifflin) 
THE HEARTH AND BAGLE (Houghton, Mifflin) 
ELIZABETH, CAPTIVE PRINCESS (Harcourt, Brace) 


MYSTERIES 


BLACK CYPRESS (Random House) 
STEEL MIRROR (Rinehart) 
ALL MEN ARE LIARS (Doubleday) 


December 9- Davis, Frederick C. GONE TOMORROW (Doubleday) 


November 8- Johnston, Eric 
November 8- Mikolajezyk, S. 
November ??- Gayn, Mark 


November 1ll- Rinehart, Mary R. 
November 1.6- McKeown, Martha F, 
November 18- Lamb, Harold 
November 22- Eisenhower, Dwight 
November 25- Haberly, Lloyd 


October 14- Wechsberg, Joseph 
November 15- Cerf, Bennett 


Ne ON oe See PE Ce 


OF INTERNATIONAL INTEREST 
WE'RE ALL IN IT (Dutton) 


THE RAPE OF POLAND (Whittlesey) 
JAPAN DIARY (William Sloane) 


BIOGRAPHY 


MY STORY (Rinehart) 3 
THE TRAIL LED NORTH (Macmillan) 


THE CITY AND THE TSAR (Doubleday) 


CRUSADE IN BUROPE (Doubleday) 


PURSUIT OF THE MOUNTAIN (Macmillan) 


HUMOR 


SWEET AND SOUR (Houghton, Mifflin) 
SHAKE WELL BEFORE USING (Simon & Schuster) 
LARKS IN THE POPCORN (Doubleday) 


BOOKS FOR NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 


$3.00 
3.00 
3,00 
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PICTURE BOOKS 





Krauss, Ruth Harper 
BEARS $1.00 







* This is fun- not only because teddy bears are very dear to small hearts, and 
this is all bears- not another creature in it; but because the nonsense words are just 
the sort of repeats on sound that the child who is starting to put words into a pattern 
will find enchanting. The Phyllis Rowand pictures (she did the illustrations for Ruth 
Krauss'Jhe Growing Story) has made 14 pages of pictures in two colors. (Publ. ) 



















Werner, Jane- /d. Simon & Schuster 
Provensen, Alice & Martin- Jilus. $1.50 
THE GOLDEN MOTHER GOOSE 








A big Golden Book- jammed, crammed and packed with stuff. Not only Mother 
Goose jingles, but other so-called “childhood favorites", and some I never before en- 
countered- 567 in all. Lots of color and the familiar big format, with a bit more reen- 
forcement of backbone, but not enough to make it sturdy. This seems to us to be woe- q 
fully lacking in editorial judgment- on the theory that a lot is good so more is better. ( 
For quality, not to be compared to Zhe Tali Mother Goose. But lots of pictures on every | 
page, so every jingle has its own illustration, and the pages are big enough so they are 
not overcr:wded. The Provensens did the Fireside Book of Folk Songs. (Publ.) 








Trent, Robbie Harper 
Pictured by Mark Simont THE FIRST CHRISTMAS $1.00 


* Christmas stocking book of exceptional distinction- a wonderful accompaniment 
to a creche, simple enough for the very little ones. The first Christmas story is told 
in rhythm suggesting “This is the House that Jack Built”. The tender pictures have a kind 
of inherent strength, with rich color and stylized line that give almost a stained glass 
window look. Engaging small format-paper over board binding- matching jacket. (Publ.) 





CLASSICS- REPRINTS~ GAME BOOKS- INEXPENSIVE BOOKS 


Carroll, Lewis Chanticleer Press 
41 B. 50th St. NYC 21 
ALICE'S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND $2.50 


Complete text and Tenniel pictures for this new edition of Alice - plus some 
photographs in full color of Hugh Gee models, posed for familiar scenes from the classic 
story. The “Alice” in the photographs looks like a real child, but not like the con- 
ventional Alice; while the creatures might be super puppets,- the Mock Turtle, the White 
Rabbit, the Cheshire Cat, and the rest of them. Here's a good compromise for the adult 
who can't bear to have Alice without Tenniel, and the child who wants something with a 
contemporary feel. Nice format- clear type- cloth binding, gold stamped. (Publ.) 
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Lea Tour, Mimi Platt & Munk 
KLEER VUE COLORING BOOKS $.50 
@ Straight merchandise appeal- discount the progressive education and child study 


market: A practical, unimaginative coloring book, which is really a copy book. Turns 
back like a pad, and upper sheet carries the picture in postery colors, the lower sheet, 
the same picture in outline, for the child to color. The only progressive thing about it 
is that the later pages are more difficult than the first ones. An introductory text 
gives- for the parent- a few basic principles on coloring. Rainy day - something to do 
book. Flexible cardboard cover, high glaze. (Publ.) 


Gatchel, Dorothy & Madden, Margaret Platt & Munk 
PICTURE DICTIONARY TO READ AND COLOR $.50 


A good idea, in combining a coloring book with a very simple sort of dictionary. 
The words used are nouns- illustrated with pictures to color- and with the text, the word 
used in print, in manuscript writing, in a sentence. Flexible cardboard- glazed. (Publ.) 


Moore, Lilian Random House-Wonder Book 
A CHILD'S FIRST PICTURE DICTIONARY $.59 


This is planned as a reading aid for beginning readers- but the price, which 
makes it a good merchandise item, plus the inclusion of the picture dictionary above, 
places it in this category. The author is Specialist in Reading, NYC Board of Education. 
She has chosen key words, used them in sentences and repeated them, and the illustrations 
suggest not only the word but the action involved in the accompanying sentence. Double 
column, giving ten words to a page- half in color. (Publ.) 





@ BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5-8) 


Gombrich, Lisbeth & Hensted, Clara- Retold by. Chanticleer Press 
MASTER TILL'S AMAZING PRANKS $2.50 





‘ This- and the 4/ice- introduce a new publisher. The not always easy classic 
[ill Eulenspiegel is retold without being written down, and attractively illustrated with 
41 line drawings by Elias Katzer, and 16 scenes from photographed puppet theatre, repro- 
duced in full color. Attractive format-sturdy cloth binding, colored jacket and end pa- 
pers, unusually effective typography and layout. 113 pages. (Publ.) 


Lang, Andrew- £d. Longmans, Green 
RED FAIRY BOOK- J//'d by Marc Simont Ea. $2.00 
GREEN FAIRY BOOK- J/i'd by Dorothy L. Gregory 


Welcome news- this reissue of the old favorite series on which most of us were 
brought up- and our parents before us. Two generations ago, Andrew Lang and his associ- 
ates managed to break the stranglehold of the pious sentimentality handed out to children 
by collecting- from all over the world- fairy tales of all peoples, and bringing out the 
volumes we all know and love. Now- in modern dress, with better type and paper, and with 
imaginative and appropriate drawings, today's children, who- I maintain- still like fairy 
tales- can have their Lang shelves, too. These two we've seen- the rest are coming. Mary 
Gould Davis, story teller without peer, has written the introductions. 


Foontiim, Wott 
Tatham, Campbell ie ay 
@ THE FIRST BOOK OF TRAINS $1.50 


* This is a friendly, informative book for the young enthusiast. The wide choice 
of basic facts and bits of colorful specialized knowledge and human interest make this a 
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new and good idea successfully carried out. The demand for young fact books is universal. 
Here's the step beyond the sugar-coated picture story books in a really meaty fact book 
for seven and eight and nine year olds. There are the men who do each job as well as the 
many jobs to be done, from track laying to story telling in the de luxe trains. Railroad 
lore, railroad information, vividly illustrated with spot drawings by Jeanne Bendick, re- 
produced in color. Brightly colored cloth binding and colorful jacket make this good 
merchandise as well as good library and school appeal. Lots of text for the inquiring 
young mind. Good clear type. This launches a new series which will include revised edi- 
tions of First Book of Boats and First Flying Book and many others. (Publ. ) 





Platt & Munk 


Tiemann, Ruth & Roland 
$1.00 


A BOY NAMED JOHN 


A child named John leaves England to visit many countries. With a colorful 
double spread for each visit- in text and pictures we follow his adventures, as he meets 
“a boy named John" in every country, though the name may be spelled Ian, Jean, Jon, Hans 
or what have you. The full page picture gives a boy in national costume, with the nation- 
al flag. The text suggests that children everywhere like the same things,- school, games, 
sports, holidays and foods! Sturdy format- colored jacket- flat color throughout. (Publ.) 


Random House-Wonder Book 


Dolbier, Maurice 
$.59 


THE MAGIC BUS 


Tibor Gergely has done the pictures for this whimsical tale along the lines of 
Dolbier's earlier “magic” books. This continues the adventures of Jenny, the bus that 
had been outmoded and put away and is now brought out to take care of the overflow. Then 
@ magic gold button appears and a pestiferous small boy precipitates the bus and passen- 
gers on a number of confusing journeys. Energetic drawings in splashy colors- slick cover 
of Durasheen (washable, they say)- 40 pages, with half in color. Merchandise chiefly- at 
least we feel that discriminating buyers are getting a bit bored with this pattern. (Publ.) 





Winston 


Rose, Ada Campbell- 4d. 
$2.50 


THE JACK AND JILL STORY BOOK 


A collection of stories of tested popularity, taken from the back numbers of 
Jack and Jill, to celebrate its tenth birthday. Here are stories of animals, of fairies, 
stories of people, stories of other lands, make believe, folklore, nonsense and might-be- 
true stories. There are a few familiar names among the contributors,- Miriam Clark Potter, 
Frances Frost, May Justus, Eva Evans, Ellis Credle, Russell Gordon Carter; but many of 
the writers will be new to those not familiar with this publication. (Oct.) 


EASY READING 


Crowell 


Bulla, Clyde Robert 
$2.25 


RIDING THE PONY EXPRESS 


In the effort to bring this down to reading level for third and fourth grade, 
wild and woolly adventure has been watered down for the innocent palate, unnecessarily. 
At least we think they can take the real western bad men, brawls, cattle thieves and good 
and bad Indians...However, the attractive format, good type, Grace Paull's lively black 
and white pictures, and the popular subject will find a place with that market calling 
for regional material on phases of western expansion. The story tells of the adventures 
of Dick Park, who came alone from New York to St. Joseph to join his father, only to find 
that his father was a pony, express rider with no real home. But Dick goes to his station 
in the Nebraska prairies, and has an exciting time. A map- and some songs- add variety. 
(Though again we protest that the songs are sort of babified.) (Publ.) 
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Fielding, Jessica Platt & Munk 
PRINTER PRIMER $2.00 


First aid for problem readers and spellers, in a game which is part primer, part 
craft book. For with the bound pad of pages with lettering to copy and pictures to identi- 
fy, goes a printing kit, with rubber stamp letters and an inking pad. The value of this 
game- under this heading- is obvious. The actual building of the words by “printing” 
them out should help beginning readers learn to print, learn to spell. (Publ.) 


Patton, Lucia Whitman 
THE LITTLE HOUSE ON STILTS $1.50 


In text and pictures, this is the story of how two children helped the Forest 
Ranger by spotting a fire which started in a “blind spot”. The setting is the Colorado 
Rockies, and the things that happen are characteristic of beginnings of forest fires - 
though causes are by-passed. The drawings have a decorative quality with two color and 
line, but suffer from the inadequacies in drawing adults that characterize so much modern 
juvenile illustration. Companion volume - with the same children, Judy and John, that we 
met in the earlier The Little River of Gold. Vocabulary level- third grade self reading. 


Paper pastedown on cloth for sturdy binding. (Publ.) 


8S ~ 11- FICTION 


Eyre, Katherine Wigmore Raw Oxford 
ROSA AND RANNY | $2.50 


The general theory seems to be that any horse and boy or girl story will sell, 
and this has the added value of multiple incident and a ranch (California) setting. The 
thread of story follows a rather hackneyed pattern:- Randy's family inherit a rundown 
ranch, and, unwittingly, a three generation feud with their neighbors; the two young peo- 
ple make secret peace and ultimately bring the feud to an end. Together they manage to 
experience plenty of adventure. There's a rather sentimental slant and stock characters, 
but the pace is good and the values sound if rather obvious. Line drawings by Mabel 


Woodbury. 160 pp. (Publ.) 


Whittlesey 


Crowell, Pers 
THE FIRST HORSEMAN $2.50 

A beautiful book, but somehow uninviting for reading at the age level where it 
belongs. The format- long and narrow- suggests picture book age; the double colum text 
is not attractive at any age; artistically, the superb drawings, reproduced in strong 
black line (a relief after the muted grey-black of so much of today's line work), the 
decorative quality of the spots, and the dramatic values of the full pages, the beautiful 
paper and wide margins and gold stamped cloth binding, all enhance the eye appeal - but at 
an adult level....As for the story, it has convincing scientific values in its picturing 
of prehistoric man and the first attempt to domesticate the wild horses. It is the story 
of one youth, Vuldar, who made come true the prophecy that the new leader of the tribe 
would come riding. Interesting details of hunting prehistoric animals, of life in the 
tribal society of the era, provide background for what is basically a horse and boy story, 


at a more intellectual level than usual. ( Publ.) 
8 —~ 11— NON FICTION 


Dutton 


Wheeler, Opal 
FREDERIC CHOPIN $2.75 
These musical biographies of Opal Wheeler's continue to find an audience, and 
continue to appeal to the merchandise conscious market, without improving the literary 
values. While she has something to say, she just doesn't know how to say it well...The 
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life of the famous Polish musician is told with emphasis on his daily life, with attention 
called to the courtly elegance and princely palaces that survived in this so-called “en- 
slaved nation"; of feudal poverty little is said, of charm there is much. Satin-clad 
small boys entertain princes; the noble tyrant is softened and made benign by the exquisite 
talent of a young genius. Delightful pictures by Christine Price, handsome format, cloth 


binding. 156 pp. (Publ.) 


Todd, Joseph P. Hart 
TRICKS EVERY BOY CAN DO $2.00 


* From ten up- boys will enjoy this excellent book of simple tricks, with its un- 
usually clear text and fool-proof, good looking diagram drawings. The tricks are the kind 
boys can do without being specialists or acrobats. The equipment is home-made, and the 
tricks are of the sort that do not demand extensive practice, danger, and are reasonably 
sure of success on public try. Tricks with coins and bills, checkers, cards, numbers, 
matchsticks; parlor stunts, mind reading tricks, scientific oddities, and so on. Sturdy 
binding that will stand up under hard use. (Not confined to boys, fmoidentally.) (Publ.) 


Meyer, Jerome S. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
PICTURE BOOK OF THE WEATHER $2.00 


Here's another attractive looking picture-science book by the author-artist of 
Picture Book of Astronomy and Picture Book of Molecules and Atoms. There's the same 
simple approach and colorful layout, and we wish we could be as enthusiastic about it as 
we are about the predecessors, for there is definite need for just such a book at this 
age level (or even younger). Unfortunately, the text is studded with half truths, over- 
simplifications, semi-superstitions, and downright errors that drive science teachers 
mad! All blended with sound scientific facts about weight, motion, pressure of air, 
temperature, clouds, rain, frost, snow, hail, dew, humidity, lightning, rainbows, storms, 
etc. The pictures, in two color, by Richard Floethe, are very decorative. Reviewed by 
Herman Schneider. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN-Fiction 


Fitzgerald, Ed. | Barnes 
THE TURNING POINT $2.50 


Central core of good problems in this slangy, breezy baseball yarn of a boy who 
faces a decision between baseball in the big league, or more education. High School Se- 
nior, Marty Ferris, is a glamor guy. An offer of a contract with the Yankees conflicts 
with his father's determination that he go on to college. Before he reaches his decision, 
the reader has a lot of baseball and ball players, High School and pro. On that score, 
the book is surely popular. One could wish for better writing, and fewer corny jokes.(Publ.) 


O'Rourke, Frank Barnes 
FLASHING SPIKES $2.50 


* Now this book has distinctive writing- as well as good Big League ball games: 
It reads like fictionized biography- a might-be- true story of the players,- what they eat, 
how they talk, the mechanics of shifts from team to team (bought and traded), and the 
games themselves. Everything is here, the ball hawks, the bench jockeys, the press box 
men, the kids on the sand lots, the joys and hazards of America's favorite game. A slight 
and unimportant thread of plot weaves in and out, but is primarily the close up story of 
Bill Riley and his ruse from Country Fair player to Big League. There's something for 
the girls, too, in the young wife and her side of the story. (Publ.) 


(Note- Both of these books appear in format that wont limit them to the Junior High but 
will appeal to Senior High and young Adults.) 
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Thomas, David- éd. Lantern Press 
TEEN-AGE SEA STORIES $2.50 


* The level of reading interest and quality, of variety and appeal, is upheld in 
this latest addition to an excellent series. The authors represented include many well- 
known names,- Hawthorne Daniel, Charles Gilson, Robert Carse, Robb White, to name only a 
few. There are stories with historical backgrounds; stories with war backgrounds; stories 
of Sea Scouting, of submarine service, of Coast Guard patrols; stories of sailing ships 
and tankers, of small ships and large. All tastes- so long as they are salt! (11/5) 


Cormack, M.B. & Bytovetzski, P.L. David McKay 
SWAMP BOY $2.50 


* The Okefinokee Swamp in Georgia is as much a protagonist as a background in this 
handsome book. Clint Sheppard, whose only friend is a seven-foot Seminole Indian, lives 
the solitary life of the big swamp with a lazy step father and a near defeated mother. A 
fortunate botanical find introduces him to a genial botanist-druggist - and with his help, 
Clint overcomes every obstacle to becoming a presentable gentleman, with city speech. An 
education is his goal, and he crams knowledge galore as a substitute, and as the story ends 
is on his way to a fine career. Richness of background nature detail will interest some 
readers- and bore others. This just misses being a grand tale because Clint is just a wee 
bit too much the perfect gentle knight for credibility. Regional values. (Publ.) 


Wellman, Manly Wade Nelson 
THE MYSTERY OF LOST VALLEY $2.50 


Joe and Harry Phelps are trapped by a blizzard in a valley in the Utah Rockies 
and with the guide who reaches them, they settle down for the winter. Fires without 
matches, snares, traps, all in the day's expectations. But when a vicious band of Indian 
and white criminals begin to complicate their lives things move fast and furiously through 
a frozen-north climax to a tobaggan finish. Thrills and chills. And woodlore too. At-— 
tractive line drawings by Arthur Harper. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Non-fiction 


Maginley, C.J. Harcourt, Brace 
TOYMAKER'S BOOK $2.50 


Clear, precise instructions and lucid diagrams by Elisabeth D. McKee should make 
this a favorite with manual arts teachers and mechanically inclined youngsters. There are 
dozens of projects for the construction of transportation toys, circus gadgets, games, doll 
houses and doll furniture, all to be accomplished with fairly simple tools and materials. 
Although the publishers list this for the 10-14 level, we place it as a 12-15, because of 
the somewhat high degree of skill required to complete many of the projects successfully. 
(By the author of Historic Models of Eariy America.) (Publ.) Reviewed by Herman Schneider. 


Lum, Peter Pantheon 
THE STARS IN OUR HEAVEN $3.75 


Hard to know how to classify this, which is partly astronomy, but chiefly myth- 
ology. Star gazers - both of the scientific and romantic variety- will enjoy this sumptu- 
ous collection of star myths. For the scientific minded is offered the usual handy guides 
for the visual memory of seeing hunters, dragons and whatnot in the formations. The roman- 
tic will enjoy the mythology as straight fiction. Greek and Roman myths are familiar from 
other sources; those of the Far East and the Near East have a kind of brocaded, langorous 
charm that should provide new inspiration for library story tellers. Within the scope of 
the myths and fables the author has included odd bits of information. Effective drawings 
and diagrams by Anne Marie Jauss. Reviewed by Herman Schneider. (Publ.) 
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Douglas, Lloyd Houghton, Mifflin 
THE BIG FISHERMAN $3.75 
For those who liked 7he Robe, this is a natural. Holding more closely to the 

scene of the gospel story than /he kobe, which included Rome and Athens in its background, 
The Big Fisherman ig concentrated almost wholly in Palestine and Arabia, with Simon-called 
Peter- as the central character, and the fictional plot built around the romance of a cast- 
off daughter of Antipas (called Herod in the Bible), and her Arabian lover. Even Fara's 
life becomes interwoven with that of Simon- and of Jesus- as she identifies herself with 
the movement. The years of Jesus' ministry form the main part of the book; the last part 
traces sketchily the spread of Christianity, up to the death of Peter. (For full report 


see P. 534.) (11/16) 


One Mystery 


Du Bois, Theodore THE FACE OF HATE (11/18) Doubleday - $2.00 
For report see P. 492. 
Relist for this group the following reviewed for the 12-15 section. Page 
Fiction Pitzgerald, Ed THE TURNING POINT (Barnes- $2.50) 556 
O'Rourke, Frank = FLASHING SPIKES (Barnes- $2.50) 556 
Thomas, David- “d. TEEN AGE SEA STORIES (Lantern Press- $2.50) 557 
Non-fiction Maginley, C.J. TOYMAKER'S BOOK (Harcourt, Brace- $2.50) 557 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Thane, Edith Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
MARIONETTES ARE PEOPLE $2.50 


Step by step directions for making a marionette of your own, that reveal the 
author's happy absorption in her specialty. The directions have been tested- and lack of 
clarity cleared up. The model chosen for charting is a clown, but the pattern can be 
adapted easily. The instructions for creating movement, character, etc. are easy to fol- 
low, so this should prove a hobby as well as a how-to-do-it book. For full report see 
P. 471. (Nov.) 


Keene, Frances W. Farrar, Straus 
THE KEENE PARTY BOOK $2.50 


Parents of younger children- and young people themselves will find this a very 
helpful coverage of party problems. The materials are inexpensive and accessible, the 
refreshments, the prizes, are gauged to the moderate budget. Table decorations are gay 
without being elaborate. The kinds of parties include the routine of seasonal and holiday 
parties and lots of original ones. It ends with dances for the older boys and girls. 

(For full report see P. 543) (11/8) 


Committee on College Reading Farrar, Straus 


Nat'l Council Teachers of English $2.25. 
GOOD READING: A Guide to the World's Best. Books 


Good adult education aid, this- in a valuable handbook which would serve as a 
basic guide to the individual who wishes to fill out the gaps in basic reading and to 
build a personal library. Part I is historical in background, a survey of the world's 
literature, classic, imaginative, informative, an immense amount of information in brief 
compass. Part II has special articles on phases of reading, a list of 100 significant 
books, some highly personal lists of basic books contributed by the committee. Part III 
includes 30 lists, books in all fields, 1100 titles. (For full report see P. 547) (11/16) 





























